Ontario Election 2022 Questionnaire

We hope you would answer the following questions in regard to your and your party’s stance on human
rights and international law in regard to Palestine.

“We know too well that our freedom is incomplete without the freedom of the Palestinians.” ? Nelson
Mandela

We stand for freedom, justice and equality for the Palestinian people, and believe that “our freedom
is incomplete without the freedom of the Palestinians.”

We note that successive Canadian governments were responsible for aiding and abetting Israeli ethnic
cleansing, war crimes and apartheid. It is about time for the Canadian government as well as
provincial and municipal governments to stop their blind and unconditional support for Israel, which
enables and maintains the ongoing Israeli violations of international law and Palestinian rights.

At the provincial level actions such as legislation, motions, order-in-
councils, and policy is used to restrict civil liberties and human rights
for Palestinians and those who speak up in regard to Palestine.

We ask you to clarify where you and your party stand on the following points.

e Recently human rights organizations, including Amnesty International, the Israeli human rights
organization B'Tselem and Human Rights Watch (HRW), established that Israel is a racist
apartheid state “from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea”.

Q1. Do you recognize the fundamental rights of the Arab-Palestinian citizens of Israel to full equality?

e Canada has adopted the Israeli narrative regarding the Palestinian refugees’ right of return;
its shameful position was to resettle Palestinian refugees rather than support their
internationally recognized right to return.

Q2. Do you respect, protect and promote the rights of Palestinian refugees to return to their homes
and properties as stipulated in UN resolution 194?

e  While the Canadian Government pays lip service to the establishment of a Palestinian state,
it opposes all UN General Assembly resolutions that call for facilitating such a state. Canada also
gives Israel, the occupier, a veto power over such a state.


http://www.mandela.gov.za/mandela_speeches/1997/971204_palestinian.htm
http://www.mandela.gov.za/mandela_speeches/1997/971204_palestinian.htm
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/5141/2022/en/
https://www.btselem.org/publications/fulltext/202101_this_is_apartheid
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/7771
https://mondoweiss.net/2019/09/shameful-position-palestinian/
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/C758572B78D1CD0085256BCF0077E51A
http://cpavancouver.org/2019/12/canada-wants-to-be-an-asset-of-israel-at-the-unsc/

Q3. Do you support ending Israeli occupation and colonization of all Arab lands that were permitted
to stand for 54 years, and dismantling the Wall, and support the necessary concrete measures to
implement such a commitment?

e On February 22, 2016 the House of Commons passed a resolution that called “upon the
government to condemn any and all attempts by Canadian organizations, groups or individuals
to promote the BDS movement, both here at home and abroad.” Ontario passed a motion in
this regard on December 1, 2016.

Q4. Do you recognize the rights of Ontarians to support the Boycott Divestment and

Sanctions movement as a non-violent strategy to force Israel to abide by UN resolutions and all
international humanitarian laws? Would you consider repealing the 2016 anti-Palestinian/anti-BDS
motion passed the Ontario legislature?

e Canada, as a high signatory to the Fourth Geneva Convention, is required under Article 1to
ensure the convention is upheld in all circumstances. Additionally, under the Special Economics
Measures Act, Canadian law requires sanctions on countries that commit “gross and systematic
human rights violations”.

Q5. Are you prepared to support sanctions in this regard for Israel’s human rights violations against
the people of Palestine?

e Despite irrefutable evidence by respectable human rights organizations, the Canadian
government continues to deny that Israel is an apartheid state. Further, although
Canada sanctions 21 countries, 9 of them in the Middle East and most of them without due
justification, Canada adamantly refuses to sanction Israel. Meanwhile, Canada has been quick to
institute sanctions against Russia including sanctions at provincial level such as removing
Russian alcohol from the LCBO.

Q6. Do you support government sanctions on Israel, including a bilateral military embargo, until it
complies with international humanitarian law, the Fourth Geneva Convention and dismantles its
apartheid regime?

e Canada opposes the International Criminal Court investigation into Israeli war crimes. This is
another example of Canada’s singling out Israel and shielding Israel from punishment for its war
crimes and the crime of apartheid.

Q7. Do you support justice for the Palestinian people by holding Israel accountable for its ethnic
cleansing, war crimes and apartheid?

e The Canadian government adopted the racist anti-Palestinian IHRA definition of anti-Semitism.
The IHRA definition lists 7 out of 11 examples that “conflate antisemitism with criticism of Israel
and Zionism.” In this regard, in Ontario under the Ford government, Bill 168 was introduced
going to second reading and referred to committee., and without consultation Order in Council
1450/2020 declared on October 26, 2020.

Q8. Do you oppose the anti-Palestinian, anti-democratic and politically charged IHRA definition of
anti-Semitism, and do you pledge to reverse this racist Ontario government position?


https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/7D35E1F729DF491C85256EE700686136
https://news.un.org/en/story/2004/07/108912-international-court-justice-finds-israeli-barrier-palestinian-territory-illegal
https://www.ourcommons.ca/members/en/votes/42/1/14
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-41/session-2/2016-12-01/hansard
https://bdsmovement.net/call
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fihl-databases.icrc.org%2Fihl%2FWebART%2F380-600004&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6b21f95df6ff483ae85b08d9612d63da%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637647669836591977%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LsjKCKDn7gmy%2BAotgQAR83qweNbyQOpH2a6eU7gKA%2BI%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaws-lois.justice.gc.ca%2Feng%2Facts%2Fs-14.5%2Fpage-1.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6b21f95df6ff483ae85b08d9612d63da%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637647669836601941%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kK8sa%2BAQ3%2BTaGC7eT6fub2HULEb2d6c4mlcUdgK0xYE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaws-lois.justice.gc.ca%2Feng%2Facts%2Fs-14.5%2Fpage-1.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6b21f95df6ff483ae85b08d9612d63da%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637647669836601941%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kK8sa%2BAQ3%2BTaGC7eT6fub2HULEb2d6c4mlcUdgK0xYE%3D&reserved=0
https://twitter.com/yaarasaks/status/1403434431826759682?s=21
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/sanctions/current-actuelles.aspx?lang=eng
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/write-letter-noisraeliarms4canada-to-canadian-ministers-of-transport-and-procurement
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/02/statement-by-minister-of-foreign-affairs-on-international-criminal-courts-decision-regarding-its-jurisdiction-over-west-bank-and-gaza.html
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=210303-prosecutor-statement-investigation-palestine
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=buhpHTGAlTE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=buhpHTGAlTE
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/feb/28/gaza-israel-un-inquiry-killings-protest-war-crimes-army
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2020/01/canada-reaffirms-its-commitment-to-fighting-antisemitism-and-remembering-victims-of-the-holocaust.html
http://cpavancouver.org/2020/07/noihra-bill168-will-contribute-to-anti-palestinian-racism/
https://www.noihra.ca/
https://www.noihra.ca/faq
https://www.noihra.ca/faq
https://rabble.ca/politics/canadian-politics/ontarios-adoption-controversial-anti-semitism-definition-through-order-council-raises/
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-168
https://www.ontario.ca/orders-in-council/oc-14502020
https://www.ontario.ca/orders-in-council/oc-14502020
https://www.noihra.ca/

e In February 2021, a pro-Israel lobby group tried to push the Canadian government to follow
Israel’s lead and label a Palestinian prisoner support group as “terrorist”, thereby criminalizing
Palestinian advocacy work in Canada. In 2003, the Canadian government added major
Palestinian resistance organizations to its terrorist list, again in part due to pressure from
Canadian Zionist organizations.

Q9. Do you oppose foreign countries influencing Canadian domestic policy, and would you work to
reverse the listing of the Palestinian resistance organizations on the terrorist list? Do you feel

Canada’s policies on these important issues should be decided by what the Israeli government
dictates?

e The Canadian Foreign Enlistment Act states, “Any person who, within Canada, recruits or
otherwise induces any person or body of persons to enlist or to accept any commission or
engagement in the armed forces of any foreign state or other armed forces operating in that
state is guilty of an offence.” A legal complaint was submitted to the Canadian Justice Minister
who has indicated the RCMP is investigating. When York Students protested Israeli military
being on campus in 2019, Premier Doug Ford condemned the Palestinians and others who were
peacefully protesting the Israeli military being on campus.

Q. 10. Do you support the enforcement of the Canadian Foreign Enlistment Act? Would you ensure
the police under provincial oversight would investigate if called upon in this regard?


http://cpavancouver.org/2021/03/political-advocacy-and-national-liberation-are-not-terrorism/
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/cntr-trrrsm/lstd-ntts/crrnt-lstd-ntts-en.aspx
http://cpavancouver.org/2003/11/open-letter-to-solicitor-general-of-canada-re-banning/
https://www.justpeaceadvocates.ca/no-illegal-israeli-military-recruiting-in-canada/
https://www.justpeaceadvocates.ca/evidence-delivered-to-rcmp-for-their-investigation-into-illegal-recruitment-for-israeli-military/

